The strength of the programs on offer has been reinforced for 2010 by aligning our student management and wellbeing processes to the programs and consequently the curriculum. This new system will group programs together in Sub Schools. These are Arts/Humanities, Science/IT/Commerce, Sports Academy/Health/Community Services and Technology/ Traditional Trades.
Our aim is to ensure • That all students feel connected to the school and the teachers through the programs and subjects they have selected.
• That all parents have a direct link into the school • That communication between the school, parents and students is improved When students come to our College they are agreeing to follow our policies and processes in order to achieve the best possible outcomes. Thank you to the parents and students who have managed to ensure that their student is in full uniform, has their books and arrives to school in time to be organised and off to class. We are aiming to promote a young adult environment based on the College values of Respect, Responsibility and Relationships.
Sub School Captains
Congratulations to Nikolina Vrankovic, Jan Riegel, Dmitar Kantar & Arryn Siposs (pictured top of page) for their selection as the Sub School Captains for 2010. We thank them for taking on this role and trust that everyone in the College will offer them their full support.
Congratulations To 2009 Year 12 Students
13 students achieved ENTER scores over 90 and a further 19 students achieved ENTER scores over 80.
A perfect score was achieved in Further Mathematics. Of the students who wished to continue their studies more than 80% received offers into the courses of their choice. Many students moved on to apprenticeships and work.
Our College takes great pride in the achievements of all students.
College Council
Elections are now underway for the turn over of a number of positions on College Council. The parent positions are very important to our College as we value the input, opinion and expertise of members of our community. Please consider nominating for a position. There is further information enclosed with this newsletter.
Continued page 2

Congratulations:
To Emily Girvan, the 
Immunisation Information For Parents
City of Casey's Environmental Health Team will be conducting immunisations at the school throughout 2010.
Students in Year 10 will be immunised against a range of preventable diseases including: Diphtheria, Tetanus and Whooping Cough (BOOSTRIX) Each student in Year 10 has/will be provided with consents that must be filled out by their parent or guardian and you are requested to:
• Read the information about the vaccinations being provided and the pre-immunisation check list on the back of the consent card.
• Complete and sign the consent card. If your child does not require the immunisation please complete the card and sign the 'NO' section and return it to the school.
• If your child has already received this vaccination please provide the immunisation dates on the consent card and return the consent card to school. 
Sub School Information
At Hallam Senior College each student belongs to a sub school. The school no longer has form groups. Instead, students belong to one of the following sub schools depending on the subjects that they have chosen:
• 
Student absence
Please note that it is expected that parents will make contact with the sub school whenever the student is absent from school.
Welcome To 2010 Continued
Uniform
College Council has ratified a uniform policy that is very easy to follow. Whilst there has been a wonderful take up of polo shirts and the hoodie, a growing number of students seem to think that they can wear anything they like on their feet and bottom half.
It is very clear that students are able to wear anything PLAIN NAVY on their bottom half with the provision that the garment is modest.
Footwear is also very easy -CLOSED IN BLACK LEATHER SHOES or RUNNERS may be worn.
NO CANVAS SHOES WILL BE ALLOWED.
The policy was explained to students at transition last year, students have been reminded this year.
STUDENTS WILL NOW BE SENT HOME IF THEY DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE POLICY.
If there is a significant reason why uniform is difficult then parents should make contact with the relevant Sub School leaders.
Communication And Feedback
Can I invite parents to openly communicate with the College through me or the Assistant Principals if there are any concerns that you would like to discuss.
It is important to us to know about issues as well as feedback about positive things that are happening in our school.
Anne Martin Principal
School Council Notice of Election and Call for Nominations
An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Hallam Senior Secondary College.
Nomination forms must be lodged by 4.00 p.m. on Friday 5 March 2010 and are available from the College's General Office.
Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. 
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If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.
If the number of nominations is equal to the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect will be posted in a prominent position at the school and no elections will take place.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any additional information.
Yours sincerely
ANNE MARTIN Principal
School Council Elections 2010 Information for Parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category -more than one third of the total members must be from this category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not employed at the school.
A mandated elected DEECD employee category -members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
An optional Community member category -members are coopted by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be Community members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is about two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider standing for election as a member of the school council encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school's future. 26
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a notice of election and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category.
DEECD employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as parents for the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.
| Linking Learning and Life
Recycle, buy, sell or hand-on all your second-hand school items to others within your school and across the wider school community… 
